
SEEKING COLLECTIVE RESPONSES TO

HISTORIC CHALLENGES

LESSONS LEARNED EXCHANGE – CLINGENDAEL INSTITUTE



TRIO PRESIDENCY

✓ 20 years of membership

✓ rotating Presidency for the second

time

✓ in a year of institutional transition



COMPETITIVENESS

Budapest Declaration on the New European 

Competitiveness Deal

✓ 5 years, 12 key areas of action

✓ Concrete measures, mandatory competitiveness test

✓ Research & Development spending 3%



CONSISTENT AND

MERIT-BASED

ENLARGEMENT POLICY

Intergovernmental Conference with Albania 

Progress with Montenegro and Serbia

EU-Western Balkans Summit (18 December 2024)



ENLARGEMENT OF THE

SCHENGEN AREA

Lifting land border controls with Bulgaria

and Romania as of 1 January 2025



SUCCESSFUL

PRESIDENCY

Council Conclusions on the future of a farmer-oriented Common 

Agricultural Policy post-2027

Council Declaration on fostering Jewish life and combating antisemitism

EU budget 2025



SUCCESSFUL

PRESIDENCY

The first ever Council meeting on demographic issues

The first ever Council meeting chaired in sign language

Draft regulation on the European Defence Industry Programme



Informal European 
Council

European Political
Community Summit
✓ 42 European heads of state and government

✓ Presidents of the European Council, the

European Commission and the European

Parliament

✓ Secretary Generals of NATO, Council of Europe

✓ Representative of the OSCE



HU24EU 
IN #

✓ Consultations with 300 stakeholders

✓ 180 Presidency events in Hungary
with 20.000 participants, 140 events
in Brussels

✓ 10 major cultural events in Brussels

✓ 39 formal and 14 informal council 
meetings

✓ 17+18 dossiers



EMBASSY OF HUNGARY

BRUSSELS

Introduction of the Embassy

✓ Countries of Accreditation

✓ Core Tasks : Political; Economic/Foreign Trade; Consular;

Cultural; Scientific, academia and sports; Hungarian

Community

✓ Embassy staff (+1 for the Presidency period)



PREPARATION FOR THE HUNGARIAN EU PRESIDENCY: 

V4 PRESIDENCY 2021/2022

✓ 25 programs in Belgium, 

✓ 8 programs in Luxembourg



PREPARATION FOR THE HUNGARIAN EU PRESIDENCY: 

POLITICAL COUNTRY TOUR IN BELGIUM 2023-2024
More than 40 meetings (members of the federal government, regional prime ministers, 
party leaders, provincial governors, mayors of provincial capitals)



EU PRESIDENCY EVENTS

ORGANIZED BY THE

EMBASSY OF HUNGARY IN

BRUSSELS

✓9 EU HoMs programs in Belgium

✓ 7 EU HoMs programs in Luxembourg

✓Cultural events

✓Public talks

✓Military diplomacy programs

✓Professional side events





EU HEADS OF MISSION: 

PRIME MINISTERS



EU HEADS OF MISSION: 

MINISTERS OF FOREIGN

AFFAIRS



EU HEADS OF MISSION: 

PRESIDENTS OF THE

LEGISLATIVE HOUSES



EU HEADS OF MISSION: 
PRESIDENTS OF THE

LEGISLATIVE HOUSESEU HEADS OF MISSION: 

PRESIDENTS OF THE

LEGISLATIVE HOUSES



HONEST DISCUSSIONS: 

EU HEADS OF MISSION: 

JOURNALISTS
URNALISTS OF



IN FOCUS: COMPETITIVENESS

Competitiveness



IN FOCUS: 
COMPETITIVENESSOMPETITIVENESS

CUS:IN FO COMPETITIVENESS

Competitiveness



IN FOCUS: 

DEFENCE

CAPABILITIES



IN FOCUS: SECURITY

focus: Security



Cultu

CULTURAL EVENTSral events



CULTURAL

EVENTS



HANDOVER OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF

THE EU IN BELGIUMdover of the Presidency in Belgium



HANDOVER OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF

THE EU IN LUXEMBOURG



SPECIALTIES,

LESSONS LEARNED:
• A remarkable number of

exceptional programs

• The specificities of the host
country's political life must be
taken into account

• Organization cannot start early
enough

• Preparation for unexpected events
is essential

• The importance of details



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

H.E. TAMÁS IVÁN KOVÁCS

AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG

PHONE: +32 (0)2 348 1809

EMAIL: MISSION.BXL@MFA.GOV.HU

https://brusszel.mfa.gov.hu/page/nagykoevetsegi-elnoeksegi-kiadvanyok


